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Installing the PRO-AM Edition of STAR Atlas:PRO involves four parts, each of which are 
explained in this step by step guide.  
 
Part 1. Install the STAR Atlas:PRO software files and databases. 
Part 2. Install the Internet Communications add-on package. 
Part 3. Install the Image Library add-on package.  
Part 4. Configure STAR Atlas:PRO settings. 
 
Note that in the following procedures you should run all installation programs as Administrator. 
Depending on which operating system you use, you may encounter messages such as “Do you 
want to allow this app to make changes to your device?”, in these instances choose Yes and 
proceed with the installation. 
 
Begin the Installation Process 
 

1.​ Download the STAR Atlas:PRO software package from the location e-mailed to you. 
Note: If you’re using the Google Chrome web browser you may encounter “Insecure 
Download Blocked”. Choose the KEEP button and then the download will proceed.  
 

2.​ When the download is complete, navigate to your downloads folder. This folder is 
normally located at C:\users\your-user-name\Downloads (replace your-user-name with your 
actual user name, e.g. C:\users\paul\Downloads).  
 

3.​ In your Downloads folder locate the “StarAtlasPro-V7” compressed/zipped file. Select 
this file and then select the “Extract All” button from Windows File Explorer. Alternatively, 
you may right-click on this file and select Extract All… from the popup menu. 

 
 

4.​ Select a destination to extract the files from the download package, it will default to the  
C:\users\your-user-name\Downloads\StarAtlasPro-V7\ folder and this is perfectly fine. Leave the 
“Show extracted files when complete” option enabled. This option will open the Windows 
File Explorer listing the extracted files when completed. It is recommended you leave this 



window open for the rest of the installation process as you will need to return to this 
window several times in the following procedures. 

 
 

5.​ Now choose the “Extract” button from the dialog box and the files from the install 
package will begin extracting. 
 

6.​ After the files are extracted from the download package a window will then open at the 
location where all the files were extracted too. Within the list of extracted files, locate the 
application file named “setup”. Note: There are two files named setup, choose the one 
that is of the Application file type not the setup file that is of the file type Configuration 
Settings. 

 
 

7.​ Right-click on the “setup” application file and choose “Run As Administrator”.  



 
 

8.​ A dialog box may then appear that states “Windows Protected your PC”, this is fine, click 
the “More Info” button and then click the “Run Anyway” button. 
 

9.​ Next a window may then appear that asks “Do you want to allow this app from an 
unknown publisher to make changes to your device?”, click the Yes button to continue. 
 

10.​Now follow the install prompts and install STAR Atlas:PRO to the default location of 
C:\StarAtlasPRO\ 
 

11.​When prompted, choose a “Typical” install. Follow the additional install prompts agreeing 
to the license agreement and then the installation will install the software files and 
databases to your device. 
 

12.​When the installation is complete we can now install the internet communications 
package that will allow STAR Atlas:PRO to download images from the Digitized Sky 
Survey. Navigate back to the extracted files and enter the 
C:\Users\your-user-name\Downloads\StarAtlasPro-V7\inet folder (replace your-user-name with your actual 
user name).  



 
 

13.​Right-click on the “setup” program and choose “Run as administrator”. Follow the install 
wizard making sure to install the software to the same folder where you installed STAR 
Atlas:PRO™ (default location is C:\ StarAtlasPRO).  

 
 
 

14.​STAR Atlas:PRO includes an image for all NGC and IC deep sky objects. To install this 
package Navigate back to the extracted files and select the 
C:\Users\your-user-name\Downloads\StarAtlasPro-V7\ImageLibrary folder (replace your-user-name with 
your actual user name).  



 
 

15.​Right-click on the setup program and choose “Run as administrator”. Follow the install 
wizard making sure to install the software to the same folder where you have installed 
STAR Atlas:PRO™ (default location is C:\StarAtlasPRO).  

 
 

16.​Now start STAR Atlas:PRO™. The install wizard made an icon, accessible from your 
Windows® Start button that you may use to start STAR Atlas:PRO™. The first time use 
of STAR Atlas:PRO™ requires that you enter your Personal Key Number provided to 
you after purchase. Note: The Personal Key Number is sensitive to upper and lowercase 
letters and must be entered exactly as shown. 

 
17.​The STAR Atlas:PRO Program Setup and Configuration window will now appear. 

 
18.​Set your location on the Observer’s Location tab, enter the Longitude and Latitude of 

your location (refer to the User Manual for a list of world cities and their geographical 
location or use a GPS app). You may also enter your Elevation above sea level. If STAR 
Atlas:PRO suggests you restart it, do NOT do that just yet. 
 



19.​If you installed STAR Atlas:PRO to its default location, then you may skip this step. If you 
did NOT install STAR Atlas:PRO to its default location then on the File Locations tab 
set the Location to store DSS Images folder. The Location to store DSS Images 
determines where STAR Atlas:PRO™ stores images downloaded from the Digitized Sky 
Survey. By default this value is set to the folder C:\StarAtlasPRO\IMAGES and does not 
need to be changed if you installed STAR Atlas:PRO™ to the default folder of C:\ 
StarAtlasPRO. Otherwise set this value to the IMAGES folder located in the same folder 
where you installed STAR Atlas:PRO™ (e.g. if you installed to D:\XYZ\StarAtlasPRO then 
set this value to D:\XYZ\StarAtlasPRO\IMAGES\ ).  
 

20.​If you installed STAR Atlas:PRO to its default location, then you may skip this step. If you 
did NOT install STAR Atlas:PRO to its default location then on the File Locations tab, 
set the Location of Image Library that determines where STAR Atlas:PRO™ looks for 
images from the Celestial Image Library. By default this value is set to the folder 
C:\StarAtlasPRO\IMAGELIBRARY and does not need to be changed if you installed STAR 
Atlas:PRO™ to the default folder of C:\StarAtlasPRO. Otherwise set this value to the 
folder that locates where you have installed the Image Library. 
 

21.​On the Advanced Config tab, enable the [SAP/GSC] Guide Star Catalog (GSC) 
Add-On option so that there is a tick mark present. This will enable the Guide Star 
Catalog. If you installed STAR Atlas:PRO to its default location, then you may skip to the 
next step. If you did NOT install STAR Atlas:PRO to its default location set the Location 
of the GSC option to the folder where the GSC is installed, by default this is the 
C:\StarAtlasPRO\GSC folder and does not need to be changed if you installed STAR 
Atlas:PRO to its default location. 
 

22.​Also on the Advanced Config tab Enable Internet Features by enabling the [SAP/INET] 
Internet Communications Add-On option so that there is a tick mark present.  
 

23.​Optional. If you plan to control your telescope with STAR Atlas:PRO then you may 
enable the telescope Interface. On the Telescope Setup tab. Choose the [Enable] 
command and then select a suitable telescope driver from the [Telescope Driver] button. 
 

24.​Exit STAR Atlas:PRO and then proceed to download the latest update of the STAR 
Atlas:PRO program file from the website. Make sure STAR Atlas:PRO™ is closed and 
not running. Download the new version of the StarAtlasPro.exe (5.7MB) program file 
from https://www.staratlaspro.com/downloads/StarAtlasPro.exe 
Copy the new updated program file to the folder where you installed STAR Atlas:PRO, 
by default this location is C:\StarAtlasPro. When prompted, overwrite the existing 
program file. 
 

25.​Congratulations you have now set up STAR Atlas:PRO and it is now ready for use.  
 

https://www.staratlaspro.com/downloads/StarAtlasPro.exe


Resources​
How-to Documents https://www.staratlaspro.com/knowledge.php ​
User Manual https://www.staratlaspro.com/user%20manual.php 
 
 
Clear skies.​
 
Paul Mayo 
SKY:Lab Astronomy Software​
https://www.staratlaspro.com/index.php 
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